
  
 

 

NEW RELEASE 

	

	

POSTFORMAL EDUCATION 
A Philosophy for Complex Futures 

Series: Critical Studies of Education, Vol. 3 

by 
Jennifer M. Gidley, PhD 

 
POSTFORMAL EDUCATION explains why the current education model is 
obsolete. It reveals the need for � a new approach to education that prepares young 
people for global uncertainty, accelerating change and unprecedented 
complexity. Jennifer Gidley offers a new educational philosophy to awaken the 
creative, big-picture and long-term thinking that will help equip students to face 
tomorrow’s challenges. Inside, readers will discover the surprising links between 
play and wisdom, imagination and ecology, holism and love. Here is a valuable 
dialogue between adult developmental psychology research on higher stages of 
reasoning and today’s most evolved education research and practice.  
 

The overwhelming issues of global climate crisis, growing economic disparity and 
the youth mental health epidemic dramatically demonstrate how the current 
education model has failed students and educators. Gidley courageously raises a 
planet-wide call to question how we actually think and how �we must educate for 
the complexity of the 21st century. She articulates a postformal education 
philosophy as a foundation for educational futures. POSTFORMAL EDUCATION 
is the blueprint now needed by educators, educational philosophers, pre- service 
teacher educators, educational and developmental psychologists and researchers.  
 

	

Jennifer Gidley is a psychologist, educator and futurist. 
She is President of the World Futures Studies Federation 
(UNESCO & UN Partner) the global peak body for 
futures research. Jennifer was awarded the Chancellor's 
Gold Medal for Academic Excellence in 2008 for her 
PhD on the evolution of consciousness. Today she leads 
expert futures researchers, teachers and professional 
practitioners from over 60 countries. She has edited The 
University in Transformation (2000) and Youth Futures 
(2002), published dozens of academic papers and serves 
on international academic editorial boards.  
 

Jennifer’s forthcoming book is The Future: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford 
University Press, 2017). Jennifer founded and led an innovative private school in 
rural Australia (1985-1994). She has held academic positions in Australian 
universities (1995-2012) and visiting professorships in Europe. She is an Adjunct 
Professor, Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of Technology, Sydney. 

	

	

“The most compelling book on education I have read for many years. It has major 
implications for all who are in a position to influence developments in teacher 
education and educational policy. Gidley is one of the very rare scholars who can 
write intelligently and accessibly about the past, present and future in education. I 
was convinced by her contention that ‘what masquerades as education today 
must be seen for what it is – an anachronistic relic of the industrial past’. All who 
seek to play a part [in transforming education] must read this book.” 
 
- Brian J. Caldwell, PhD, former Dean of Education, University of Melbourne. 
Deputy Chair, Australian Curriculum Assessment & Reporting Authority (ACARA). 
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