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Many still hold to the view that private, non-government, independent schools serve only
the well-to-do and rarely make a contribution to access and equity. Such a view does not
hold if evidence from some of the most poverty-stricken communities around the world is
taken into account. We review this evidence in our forthcoming book Why Not the Best
Schools (Caldwell and Harris, 2008).
A personal journey
I participated in ‘New Schools for a Global Innovation Society: Asia Pacific Leaders Forum
on Secondary Education’, hosted by The Asia Society in New Delhi, India, March 26-28,
2008 (copy of my presentation). We visited two schools in the lead-up to the event, one of
which was in a community of extreme poverty. The school is one of the Katha Schools, an
educational enterprise of Katha, a ‘profit-for-all non-profit’. Details can be obtained from
www.katha.org
I had this school in mind when I mentioned in the course of a national Today Tonight feature on Channel 7 on ‘Run Down Schools’ (1 April 2008) that there were schools in communities of deep poverty in New Delhi that were in better physical condition than many
public (government, state) schools in Australia. The following description on the Katha
website tells the story:
Imagine a brick and stone building. Warm. Intimate, resounding with the
laughter of 1200 children, 100 women who come in to discuss issues of resurgence and learn, nearly 70 teachers, many volunteers. Imagine a community of 150,000 people many of whom keep walking into the school that is at
the centre of its resurgence. Started in 1990 with five children, we have
stretched out to 54 communities that live around us, each at the edge of
many poverties.
And now imagine its curriculum and pedagogy. Specially devised for our students, ranging in age from 0-17. Each trimester, the flavour of the learning
changes, and the excitement bubbles within teachers and students as they
look forward to one more window opening . . .
Seeing is believing!

Scene 1
Approaching Katha:
Katha serves many communities
in deep poverty

Scene 2
An Uncommon Education for a
Common Good: A narrow lane
leads to Katha

Scene 3
Entering Katha: warm and
welcoming

Scene 4
Learning at Katha: small, intimate,
colourful . . . and note the sturdy
construction!
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Parvinder Kaur:
Director of Katha Schools
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The 9Cs of Classroom Teaching
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Destinations: Fewer than 2% drop
out; graduates secure employment
in the thriving knowledge economy

